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In the 2004-2006 Health Assessment taken by 
the Riverwest Health Initiative, almost 22% of 
neighborhood residents reported skipping meals 
because of not being able to afford food, and 40% 
reported not eating the recommended amounts of 
fruits and vegetables. 

Violence and safety, mental health issues 
pertaining to stress and access to health care were 
also major issues for the neighborhood.  A community 
garden addresses every one of these issues.  

Located on land owned by Water Works of 
Milwaukee, the Victory Garden at Kilbourn Park 
began as a collaboration among Tom Schneider, 
Executive Director of COA Youth and Family Centers; 
Kris Peterka, Community Liaison of the Riverwest 
Health Initiative; and Janice Christensen, Community 
Organizer from the YMCA Community Development 
Center. The project was initiated by Carrie Lewis, 
Director of Water Works, who suggested the project 
to Tom Schneider in the fall of 2008.

The goal of the project is to provide community 
garden plots to neighbors and groups, in order to 
address the food security issue in the community.  We 
also hope to help share and increase public 
knowledge and expertise in the cutting-edge area of 
urban garden-farming. 

Community gardens enhance mental and 
physical health in at-risk populations through better 
nutrition, physical activity and connection to the 
natural world.  Neighbors in community gardens get to 
know each other and become more invested in their 
neighborhood. This can help reduce crime and allow 
a stronger, healthier community to emerge. 

Over the winter, the project gained the support of 
the Park Planning Committee – a group of neighbors 
who, with COA, oversee the governance of and 
programming in the part of Kilbourn Park adjacent to 
the Victory Garden site. Peterka, Christensen and 
Public Ally Andrea Kurth did door-to-door outreach 
with the near neighbors around the garden site, 
informing them of the plans and making sure of their 
approval. 

We received support from Sixth District Ald. 
Milele Coggs, and have secured permission from the 
Milwaukee Department of Public Works to use the site 
for the initial period of one year. At the end of that 
time, the project will be evaluated and future use of 
the site secured, either through another year’s project 
approval or some other means.

Karpfinger Landscaping, a local landscape 
architecture firm, provided conceptual drawings, and 
the Riverwest Currents featured the project in a front 
page article. The Riverwest Neighborhood 
Association, a non-profit organization, agreed to serve 
as fiscal agent.

A public meeting was held on March 28, and 
about 20 interested neighbors attended, starting the 
planning process for the garden itself. At present, 
about 56 individuals, two schools, youth groups from 
COA, halfway house, and local food pantries have 
expressed interest in garden beds at the Victory 
Garden site.

On April 18, work began on the garden during the 
annual Riverwest Spring Clean Up day. Volunteers 
from the Marquette Hunger Clean Up program helped 
prepare reclaimed lumber for the raised beds and lay 
out paths for the initial stage of the garden installation.

We currently need funding to complete “phase one” of our raised bed installation.

Wood and hardware..................................$   900
Soil (delivered)............................................1,850
Water (estimated)..........................................750

TOTAL......................................................$3,500

Make check payable to Riverwest Neighborhood Association with “Victory Garden” on 
the memo line. Contributions are tax-deductible.
Mail to Victory Garden, c/o Riverwest Currents, PO Box 716, Milwaukee 53201-0716

Janice Christensen 414.430.4795    Kris Peterka 414.263.8383 X139     Andrea Kurth 414.263.8383 X136
Email socialsolutionsmke@gmail.com, or visit our blog, victorygardenmke.wordpress.com


